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Freya: A Heartwarming Tale
This year at the Starlight Auction (see centerfold), the lovely Freya was our Canine Guest of Honor.  Freya came to us by way of 
St. Landry Parish, Louisiana.  The animal control in St. Landry called upon ARC to assist in the care of this truly deserving case.  
Freya was underweight, heartworm positive, and nursing 8 large puppies.  Heartworm disease requires a lengthy and expensive 

treatment, and many animal shelters are not able to provide this level of care.  Thanks to our generous supporters, ARC is able to 
treat a dozen or more dogs for this potentially fatal infection every year.  Freya’s 8 adorable puppies were fully vetted- 

spayed/neutered, microchipped, fully vaccinated, dewormed, and started with basic training.  
All of her puppies found excellent homes and are thriving. 

After the puppies were placed in loving homes, it was time for Freya to go through heartworm treatment.  She spent many months 
in activity restriction.  Freya may have even been a little bit spoiled, because she spent much of that time curled up on a giant dog 

bed in the clinic office with Certified Veterinary Technician, Amanda Hosny.  Now free of heartworm disease, Freya was unveiled at 
the Starlight Auction as finally being available for adoption.  
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Membership Application 

Name _________________________

Address________________________

City___________State_____Zip_____

New Member _____  Renewal______

	 $25         Friend                                      
	 $50         Supporter  
	 $150       Patron                                                                   
	 $ 500      Sustaining                               
	 $1,000    Krieger Leadership Society   
	 $5,000    Guardian                                   
	 Other      __________

ARC Barks & Meows
P.O. Box 62605
Fort Myers, FL 33906

Off Site Adoption Centers

Cats are available for adoption every Saturday and 
Sunday from 11-3 at the PetSmart at the Northpoint 

Shopping Center, 1819 NE Pine Island Rd, Cape Coral.

We are always looking for new volunteers to help 
transport and showcase our available residents at Off-
Site Adoption Events.  Contact our Executive Director, 

Wayne Leinen, at dep_rep@msn.com!

Shelter Wish List 
Disposables:  Paper towels, tall trash bags, dish soap,
laundry detergent, bleach, Clorox Bleach Wipes, and 

linens.

Equipment:  Industrial washable mop heads, brooms, 
buckets, and dust pans.  We can also always use new or 

nearly new washers, dryers and pressure washers.  We can 
also always use NEW air conditioner/heaters for our resi-

dents’ housing.  Please contact us for model # details!

Dogs Wish List
Biscuits & Treats
Nulo Canned & Diamond Dry
6’ standard leashes

Cats Wish List
Canned Food
Dry Food
Tempation Treats



Upcoming Events...

Details available at www.animalrefugecenter.com ...

Gifts of Love
All gifts to ARC “In Honor” or “In Memory” of a person or  an animal are gratefully accepted.  Send contributions to  ARC. PO Box 6642, Fort Myers,
FL 33911. Your listing will be featured in our next newsletter. Please accept our apologies and notify us immediately if your gift has been overlooked.

Always alive in the minds of their owners, 
the following pets have been memorial-

ized through donations:
Revered for their kind hearts and 

the joy they bring, the following 
people have been honored through 
donations:

Contributions have been received in 
memory of the following persons for their 

compassion and concern for animals:

Board of Trustees
Laura Braun, DVM, President
Angela Newland, Vice President
Betty Hughes, Treasurer
Tracy Palin, Co-Treasurer
Christina Hollis, Secretary
Wayne Leinen, Jr., Trustee & ED
Lee Allor, Trustee
Peggy Gore, Trustee
Casey Chenoweth, Trustee
Rob Spicker, Trustee
Kathy Totterdale, Trustee
Amy Pody, Trustee
Lisa Viola, Trustee

Editors - Wayne & Laura Leinen
dep_rep@msn.com

A special thank you to our friends at:

ALL AMERICAN PRINTING
4621 Bayshore Rd.
North Fort Myers, FL 33917
(239) 225-2198

For donating the printing costs of 
ARC’s newsletter.

Animal Refuge Center, Inc.
18011 Old Bayshore Road
North Fort Myers, FL 33917
(239) 731-3535

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 62605
Fort Myers, FL 33906

Adoptions 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Weds-Sun (except major holidays)
or by appointment.

E-mail us at:
dep_rep@msn.com
or visit us at:
www.AnimalRefugeCenter.com

Follow us on Facebook:
Animal Refuge Center
Lily and ARC

ARC is a non-profit, no-kill animal welfare organization and sanctuary operated by tax deductible donations and volunteers.
ARC also promotes animal welfare advocacy and employs education to  teach responsible pet guardianship as well as kindness to all creatures.
ARC is a tax deductible, 501(c)3 status organization, funded by individual and corporate donations and memberships, and operated by volunteers.

ARC’s General Membership Meetings are held annually on the 3rd Tuesday of both June and December, at 6:30pm.  Meetings are held at:
Home-Tech 6400 Techster Blvd. Fort Myers, FL 33966

Memorials for People:            	 From:
Georgina Adams		  Todd P. Adams
Sharon Bodenhafer		  FMB Community Foundation
Sharon Bodenhafer		  Chuck Bodenhafer
Christianne Hussein		  Natalie & Frank Bialy
Christianne Hussein		  Deborah Felschow
Pat Kangas		  Brian & Theresa Barber
Peggy Lang		  The Lovely Lassies of the Lehigh
			                   Red Hat Sisters
Linda Jean See		  Leah Berry
		   
Memorials for Pets:		  From:
Baby Louise		  Jerrie & Doc Woods, Stumpie 
			                   & Lil Bob
Baby Louise, Wayne, Swazee	 Betty Hughes
Buddy			   Les & Sandy Boyle
Buster			   Martha Hammond Pet Care
Daisy			   Libby Brasfield
Dharma			   Michael Talbert
Gracie “Schuyler”		  Kimberly Salerno
Lucy			   Don & Rose Caskey
Minnie			   Martha Hammond Pet Care
Ranger			   Connie Harris
Sasha			   Ellie Spithourakis & Family
Shelly			   Norman & Polly Bryant

Honors for People:              	 From:
Randy Anderson		  Joann & John Phelps
Sue Hawkins		  Marjorie Davis
Kathy, Steve & Dexter		 Vicki Brail
Doris Moon		  Deborah Bernstein
Angela Newland		  Charles Burkeen

Pet Sponsors:		
Ella Berne			  Deborah Hart
Lisa Buckland		  Sarah Junke
Charmed Karma Jewelry	 Geraldine Kerwin
Michele DiRocco		  Stephanie Lacer
Mary Evanoff		  Prestige Motosports
Adam Farron		  Anamarie Tirador
Ingvor Franklin		  Dorothy Woodward
Lauren Glant		  Rob & Kathy Totterdale

Thank You to Our New and Renewing Members
Marilyn Smith-Hall
Carla Solis
Clara & Terrence Terrana
Ellen Puckett & Don Strothman

Sustaining:
Brenda Dyche

Krieger Leadership Soc:
Lisa Bernstein & Debra Pierce
Thomas Caddy
Mary & Eugene Kasakove
Jan & Dick Rudlaff
Rolland & Sandra Thurman
Patricia Zambuto

Supporter:
Barbara Carlin
Nancy Colby
June DeMars
Margaret Dohan
Laura Drescher
Donna Garcia
Pamela Ann Gardner
Phyllis Gillett
Anna Greene 
Jay Kruse
Linda Marcelli
Janice McNeal
Kathleen Lamotte
Nita Lowry
Robert Januska
Suellen Hawkins
Darlene Henk
Patricia Parker
Siobhan Raven
Diane Rooney
Cheryl Scott

Friend:
Brenda Becker
Bernita Bosley
Annette Brockett
Nancy Cox
Renate Daughtry
Delores Eddy
Lois Gumm
Beverly Holladay
Geraldine Kerwin
Susan Kreutzer
Wayne Leaver
Susan Leverone
Charlene Myers
Mary Lou Propp
June Santangelo
Barbara Sibley
Pamela Trombly
Phyllis Wayco
Paulette Weathers
Richard Welsh
Judith Weyant

Patricia Six
Anthony Troia
Dale Uhl
Betsy Vandercar
Roger Ward
Betty Willis
Patron:
Paul Bator
Dr. Steven Bernstein
Dorothy Donaldson
Gene Darlin
Gladys & Charles 
Fields
Martha Hammonds 
Pet Care
Bette Harig
Shelia Kagan
George Lebovitz
Thomas Mayo
Michael Murphy
Suzanne Prytherch
Gloria Wood



Our Best Friends Deserve Better Plans
Many people name the Animal Refuge Center in their estate plan and never let us 

acknowledge their invaluable support. If you have named us as a beneficiary, we hope 
you will share this with us. We feel strongly about expressing our gratitude and would 

be honored to welcome you to The Legacy of Hope Club.

Membership in The Legacy of Hope Club is open to anyone who has made a lasting 
gift through a will, estate plan, life-income or other deferred gift to the Animal 

Refuge Center. It is our way of recognizing such a thoughtful gift.
Your lasting gift to our sanctuary will provide a future filled with hope to

thousands of orphaned pets that come to us for refuge or a safe haven for your own 
cat(s) or dog(s).  We welcome the opportunity to talk with you about how to include 

the Animal Refuge Center in your will or estate plan.

Please contact us at (239) 841-0810 or e-mail bettyhughes@comcast.net.

Mark Your Calendar:  Charitable Giving & Estate Planning Workshop Above & Beyond: A Season of Generosity for ARC

Our second thank you goes to Sandy Knapp!  Sandy is a local animal lover, a realtor, and also works three days a week 
behind the bar at the beautiful Lani Kai Island Resort on Fort Myers Beach.  Sandy had also adopted a beautiful kitty 

from ARC back in March that she named Purrty.  For the 5th year in a row, Sandy had decided to raise funds for ARC 
by donating all of her tips from working the bar on Thanksgiving day.  Not only that, but she secured items to raffle off, 

as well as matching funds from two friends, to increase the money raised!  

Sandy worked VERY hard that day, raising two thousand dollars for the residents of ARC!  We are so very thankful for 
her love of animals and her generosity.  Of course, we are also very grateful that she has giving one of our residents a 

wonderful home.

Thank you Sandy Knapp! 

Our first huge thank you goes to Neida 
Carvalho, owner of Davidson Irrigation.  Neida 

became aware of ARC through the local 
Chamber of Commerce.  After learning more 
about us, she came out to visit and take a tour 
of our beautiful shelter, including our brand 

new Brighter Beginnings Adoption Center.

Neida apparently liked what she saw, because 
she made the very generous offer to donate 

both outdoor irrigation and outdoor lighting 
for the new center!  The beautiful landscaping 
we put in will now thrive, and our new facility 
is even more beautiful, and now safer to visit 

during evening hours.

Thank you Neida and Davidson Irrigation!

The Animal Refuge Center is always extremely grateful for the generosity of people like Neida and Sandy.
Do you have an idea for a way that you or your business can make an impact at our shelter?

Please feel free to call or email ARC’s Executive Director, Wayne Leinen:
(239) 233-4375          dep_rep@msn.com



ARC’s 23rd Starlight Auction
A Magical Evening for All...

For many, the Saturday after Thanksgiving is traditionally spent at Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort & Spa celebrating ARC’s 2017 
successes, and laying the foundation for 2018. Board Trustee, Rob Spicker, welcomed the sold-out crowd and recognized the 

generous support of this year’s sponsors. Our Gold Level Sponsors:  Bonney Leckie – Century 21 Selling Paradise, Chiquita Animal 
Hospital, Mr. Chuck Bodenhafer, Coral Veterinary Clinic, Gulf Coast Coin & Jewelry Brokers and Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort 

& Spa, lead fifty-six other sponsors in raising funds to further ARC’s mission. 

These companies & individuals recognize the positive impact ARC has on pets in need.  Their support provides a place that gives 
abandoned pets a brighter future and the opportunity to live a life filled with love. This year, Freya took center stage as an example 
of the many neglected or abandoned pets that find a brighter future at ARC. Freya came to us malnourished, battling heartworm 
disease and trying to sustain 8 puppies! Events such as the Starlight Auction help to provide dogs like Freya exceptional medical 

care. This resulted in all puppies surviving and being adopted, and eradicating Freya’s heartworms. 
Her wish now? A home for the holidays.

Guests were treated to an inspiring performance by renown jazz violinist, Doug Cameron, his sons Alex and Sean, and his sister 
Cameron on cello. Guests showed their delight and appreciation with a rousing standing ovation. 

This talented family made the Starlight auction extra special! 

The highly anticipated live auction was launched by Auctioneer Mike Joyce and he soon had everyone raising their bidder cards 
high and often!  After all, as he joyfully reminded us, it’s all for the animals! Known state-wide as a special combination of shelter & 

sanctuary, sponsors and guests raised over $146,000 to help ARC stay that way. Words cannot adequately express our sincere 
appreciation for this incredible outpouring of generosity. ARC looks forward to saving many more lives in 2018! 

Special Thanks to our Gold Sponsors

• THANKS SO MUCH TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS & DONORS •

Brilliant Snap Jewelry - Leslie 
Schmitt

Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre
Busch Gardens
Cantina Laredo
Captiva Cruises

Cedar Chest Fine Jewelry
Christina Hollis

Courtyard Marriott Gulf Town 
Center

Darryl Pottorf
Dellutri Travel

Designs in Glass - Kathleen 
Brennan

Diane Krapish
Doc Ford’s

Don Holman
Doron Paloma

Dorothy Washburn
Dr. Alexander M. Eaton

Dr. Misty Green
Dunkin’s Diamonds

Eagle Ridge Golf Course
Embassy Suites by Hilton Dallas 

DFW Airport South
Estero River Outfitters

First Watch
Florida Everblades

Florida Repertory Theatre
Gaylord Hotel - Orlando

Gaylord Texan - Grapevine 
(Dallas-Ft Worth area)

Gina Stancel Photography
Grandezza

Gulf Coast Coin & Jewelry
Gullwing Resort

Hampton Inn Charlotte Uptown 
or Garden Inn Uptown - South 

Carolina
Hero Trader 

Holiday Inn Ft Myers Airport & 
Town Center
Home-Tech

Huxters Liquors
Hyatt Place  - Baltimore Inner 

Harbour
Hyatt Regency Coconut Point

Indigo Hotel - Nashville, TN
Island Paws

Gold - $5000
Chuck Bodenhafer

Chiquita Animal Hospital - 
       Dr. John Kacoyanis
Coral Veterinary Clinic - 

     Dr. David Nichols
Bonney Leckie- Century 21 

   Selling Paradise Realty
Gulf Coast Coin & Jewelry Brokers

Sanibel Harbour Marriott 
Resort & Spa

Silver - $2500
All American Printing/

Sign-a-Rama North Ft Myers
Betty & Rich Hughes

Lisa Viola and Ted Ehrlich
Anonymous 

Premier Aluminum

Tellurium - $1000
Apex Physical Therapy

Bay Electric of Collier County
Caloosa Veterinary Medical   

Society Inc
Daniels Parkway Animal Hospital  

     Three Oaks Animal Hospital
EG Contracting Company

Florida Blue
Gravity Benefits

Pet Dental Center
Rob & Kathy Totterdale

Zak’s Jewelers
The Cedar Chest Fine Jewelry

Rhodium - $500
Anonymous 

All American Pet Resort
Badcock Furniture

Doc’s Painting - 
Robert “Doc” Woods

Islandside Animal Hospital - 
Dr. Nichole Nichols

Paramount Chemical
Prestige Motosports

Start To Finish Drywall

Bronze - $250
Animal Eye Doctors

Arlene & Larry Schuetz
Mary Accardo & 

Brigid Kleinschmidt

All Appliance Parts
Animal General Hospital

Lisa Bernstein, PE - 
Traffic Engineer

Fort Myers Brewing Co
Peggy Gore

Huxters Market & Deli
Joval Builders

Rita & Jeff Johnson
Gregory Kerr

Nancy Ann Vossler-Laporta
Laura & Wayne Leinen

Lykes Insurance
Bev & Russ Moody

Angela & Ron Newland
NICU Staff Golisano 
Children’s Hospital
PICU Staff Golisano 
Children’s Hospital

Plumberman Plumbing & 
         Water Treatment

Ellen Puckett
Pulte Group

Pete & Anjali Russano
Melinda & Jeffrey Russell
Shapiro Insurance Group

Strictly Mechanical
The Dorsey’s Law Firm

Turnkey Vacation Rentals
Lulu Bell’s Boutique

What 2 Wear Consignment
William Schroeder - US Trust

                    Donors
10 Twenty Five

All Water Excursions
Amy Mellott-Houser

Amy Pody
Amy’s Something Special

Angela Newland
Aqua Spa & Skin Care

Arlene & Larry Schuetz
Art by Cynthia Egan

Barbara B Mann
Belk

Betty Hughes
Bev Moody

Bistro 41
Bogey’s 

Brilliant Snap Jewelry - Janet 
Saunders

J.B. Designs
Kari Kardio

Katie Lanham
Kathy & Rob Totterdale

Kim Mann
Kris Hobert

Laura & Wayne Leinen
Les Charles Hair Concepts

Lily & Co
Lisa Viola

Lori & Fred Fabrey
Lulu Bell’s Boutique

Margaret Foreso
Marriott Resort Hutchinson Island

Marriott Resort Hilton Head
Marriott Resort Myrtle Beach
Marriott Resort Renaissance - 

Cincinnati
Marriott Savannah Riverfront
Marsala Italian Ristorante & 

Pizzeria
Meghan Gilroy Hines

Michelina’s Salon & Spa
Michi’s Art & Frame

Miracle Baseball
Molly & Friends

Monaco Hotel - Baltimore 
Maryland

Myra Roberts
Nadia Hernandez

Nancy Colby
Natalie Skin Care Solutions
Norman Love’s Confections
Island Fit Physical Therapy

Outback Steakhouse
Outrigger Beach Resort

Peggy Gore
Pierside Grill

Pinchers Crab Shack
Polished Nails
Prawnbroker

Quilts to the Rescue
Randy Anderson

Renaissance Hotel - Cincinnati
Residence Inn Marriott Colonial 

Blvd
Residence Inn Marriott 

Gulf Town Center
Resort Meetings Consortium

Rib City
Rob Spicker

Salon Europa
SandBar Photography

Sanibel Harbour Marriott 
Resort & Spa

Sanibel Spirits
Sheraton Norfolk Waterside Hotel 

Sheriff Mike Scott
Shrimp Shack

Smooth Travels LLC
South Seas Island Resort

Southwest Florida Symphony
Springhill Suites by Marriott - 

Marketplace Road
Sun Harvest Citrus

Sundial Beach Resort & Spa
Ted Ehrlich

The Gaylord - Orlando
The Glam Bar

The Grog Shop - Sanibel
Heathman Hotel - Vancouver WA

The Langham - Chicago
The Laser Lounge Spa

The Melting Pot
The Veranda Restaurant

The Westin O’Hare
Tito’s Vodka
Tracy Palin

Trader Rick’s
Transitions

Walt Disney World
Waterside Wine Club

Waterwoman Adventures
Zulu Nyala


