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Going the Extra Mile:  Gus
Unfortunately, situations like this beautiful hound dog’s happen all too often.  ARC’s Executive Director received a call 
late in the evening on November 8th, 2018.  The call was from Florida Veterinary Referral Center, an excellent animal 
ER in Estero.  A family had come in with Gus (his new name with ARC), a strikingly handsome Redbone Coonhound.  
Gus had apparently escaped his fenced yard and gotten struck by a car.  His tail was hanging on by a thread, and most 

of his lower belly area and right thigh were very seriously damaged by road rash.  In spite of what must have been 
extremely painful injuries, this one year old pup was very stoic, showing very little hint of discomfort.  Three members 
of his family were sitting with him, stroking his soft fur and quietly crying.  They were crying, not just because of his in-
juries, but because they feared that Gus would have to be euthanized.  The extent of his injuries was such that it would 
likely take weeks and weeks of medical care, costing thousands of dollars.  His family did not have the money to treat 

him, and so were considering what they thought was their only option, euthanasia.

This is where ARC came in.  On a number of occasions, people’s animals have found themselves in similar situations, 
seriously injured and the member of a family without the means to care for them medically.  Most of the veterinarians 

in southwest Florida know that the Animal Refuge Center prides itself on its ability to take on the tough and costly 
cases like these.  We got the call.  We came to meet the family and animal in need.  And we accepted surrender of the 

animal, along with the responsibility to do everything in our power to nurture him or her back to health.  
It’s been said many times, on many occasions; ARC DOESN’T DO EASY.

ARC has covered over $7,000 in medical expenses to treat Gus.  His tail has been amputated (photo below).  He un-
derwent multiple surgeries to remove damaged and dying skin from his belly and thigh.  He received antibiotics and 
medications for pain.  He also boarded at the ER for an extended period of time, just so he would receive around the 

clock care.  His open wounds have been improving for weeks now, and he is within a month or so of being available for 
adoption!  A few very generous individuals have helped to offset nearly half the cost of Gus’ treatment.  We are hoping 
that some of our supporters can help with the rest!  We can’t take on these situations without the support of people like 
you, our readers, supporters and donors.  Please consider making a donation to help with the cost of giving animals like 
Gus the chance at a long and happy life!  Feel free to use the enclosed envelope, or donate online through our website 

at: www.animalrefugecenter.com/donate.  Thank you!
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Membership Application 

Name _________________________

Address________________________

City___________State_____Zip_____

New Member _____  Renewal______

 $25         Friend                                      
 $50         Supporter  
 $150       Patron                                                                   
 $ 500      Sustaining                               
 $1,000    Krieger Leadership Society   
 $5,000    Guardian                                   
 Other      __________

ARC Barks & Meows
P.O. Box 62605
Fort Myers, FL 33906

Off Site Adoption Centers

Cats are available for adoption every Saturday and 
Sunday from 11-3 at the PetSmart at the Northpoint 

Shopping Center, 1819 NE Pine Island Rd, Cape Coral.

We are always looking for new volunteers to help 
transport and showcase our available residents at Off-
Site Adoption Events.  Contact our Executive Director, 

Wayne Leinen, at dep_rep@msn.com!

Shelter Wish List 
Disposables:  Paper towels, tall trash bags, dish soap,
laundry detergent, bleach, Clorox Bleach Wipes, and 

linens.

Equipment:  Industrial washable mop heads, brooms, 
buckets, and dust pans.  We can also always use new or 

nearly new washers, dryers and pressure washers.  We can 
also always use NEW air conditioner/heaters for our resi-

dents’ housing.  Please contact us for model # details!

Dogs Wish List
Biscuits & Treats
Nulo Canned & Diamond Dry
6’ standard leashes

Cats Wish List
Canned Food
Dry Food
Tempation Treats



Details available at www.animalrefugecenter.com/become-a-volunteer/

Gifts of Love
All gifts to ARC “In Honor” or “In Memory” of a person or an animal are gratefully accepted.  Send contributions to  ARC PO Box 62605, Fort Myers,

FL 33906. Your listing will be featured in our next issue. Please accept our apologies & notify us immediately if your gift has been overlooked.

Always alive in the minds of their owners, 
the following pets have been memorial-

ized through donations:
Revered for their kind hearts and 

the joy they bring, the following 
people have been honored through 
donations:

Contributions have been received in 
memory of the following persons for their 

compassion and concern for animals:

Board of Trustees
Rob Spicker, President
Wayne Leinen, VP & Exec Dir.
Betty Hughes, Treasurer
Tracy Palin, Co-Treasurer
Christina Hollis, Secretary
Peggy Gore, Trustee
Laura Leinen, Trustee
Casey Chenoweth, Trustee
Amy Pody, Trustee
Lisa Viola, Trustee

Editors - Wayne & Laura Leinen
dep_rep@msn.com

A special thank you to our friends at:

ALL AMERICAN PRINTING
4621 Bayshore Rd.
North Fort Myers, FL 33917
(239) 225-2198

For donating the printing costs of 
ARC’s newsletter.

Animal Refuge Center, Inc.
18011 Old Bayshore Road
North Fort Myers, FL 33917
(239) 731-3535

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 62605
Fort Myers, FL 33906

Adoptions 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Weds-Sun (except major holidays)
or by appointment.

E-mail us at:
dep_rep@msn.com
or visit us at:
www.AnimalRefugeCenter.com

Follow us on Facebook:
Animal Refuge Center
Lily and ARC

ARC is a non-profit, no-kill animal welfare organization and sanctuary operated by tax deductible donations and volunteers.
ARC also promotes animal welfare advocacy and employs education to  teach responsible pet guardianship as well as kindness to all creatures.

ARC is a tax deductible, 501(c)3 status organization, funded by individual and corporate donations and memberships, and operated by volunteers.

ARC’s General Membership Meetings are held annually on the 3rd Tuesday of both June and December, at 6:30pm.  Meetings are held at:
Home-Tech 6400 Techster Blvd. Fort Myers, FL 33966

Margarita (f )
4 1/2 Year Chihuahua Mix
Time at ARC:  5 Months

Please consider giving me a 
forever home! I’m wonderful!

Tyson (m)
1 1/2 Year Old Siamese

Time at ARC:  5 Months
I will love you forever!

Please give me a chance!

Memorials for Pets:             From:
Akuma   Martha Hammond’s Pet Care
Brandy   Libby Brasfield
Moonshine  Rose Marie Caskey
Ollie   Rose Marie & Donald Caskey
Sammy   Elizabeth Brasfield
Woody   Connie & Thomas Walters

Memorials for People: From:
Georgina Adams  Todd Adams
Sharon Bodenhafer  Chuck Bodenhafer
Dorothy Earley  Ray Earley
Jutta Fraser  Elizabeth Lucke
Sara Gates-Vancale  Pete Vancale & Linda Gates
William & Kathryn Hughes Rich & Betty Hughes
Ted Kielty   Michael Walton
Ian Klenk   Leslie Conner
Bob & Farrell Lotts  John Shaw
John Louw  Libby Brasfield
Roger Lucklin  Linda & David Junge
Roger Lucklin  Elota Lind
Melanie Nicholl  Robert Geller
Jim Pappianne  Marjory Pappianne
Lorena & Joseph Serino Rich & Betty Hughes  

Honors for People:               From:
Nancy Colby  Sharon Trylovich
Karleen Mattison  Elizabeth Mattison
Bill & Denise Schepler Barbara Kalpin

Honors for Pets:  From: 
Flash   Judy Alcorn

Pet Sponsors
Joseph Amburgey  Sarag Junke
Ella Berne   Geraldine Kerwin
Lisa Buckland  Stephanie Lacer
Laura Burgo  Eileen & Alfred McGlynn
Charmed Karma Jewelry Susanne Noller
Michelle DiRocco  Patricia O’Neill
Mary Evanoff  Carol Oxnam
Adam Farron  Prestige Motosports
Lauren Glant  Fran Rotino
Nicole Grant  Anamarie Tirador
Deborah Hart  Kathy & Rob Totterdale
Ronald Horne  Thomas & Tamera Stuphen
Irma Hudak  Dorothy Woodward  

Thank You to Our New and Renewing Members
Steven Greenstein
Clinton Jothan

Supporter:
Judy Alcorn
Jody Bolinger
Edward Borchelt
Elizabeth Brasfield
Charlotte Brejc
Annette Brockett
Deborah Buck
Fran Cameron
Patricia Cavanagh
Robert Cochran
Patricia Comerford
M. Murphy Coome
Colleen Deane
Thomas DeGregorio
Margaret Dohan
Diane Ertel
Leslie Flaherty
Karen Fraser
marita Garza
Norma Harju
Ruth Howland

Friend:
Kathryn Abbott
Richard Berger
Roselyn Bowers
Trudy Doubet
Henry Dunn
Carla Durand
Margaret Elsner
Shirley Felkner
Ursula Heinrich
Beverly Holladay
Ruth Howland
Constance Hughes
Geraline Kerwin
Joanne Kowalski
Jane Martin
Jennifer Martin
Mary Monaco
Ceil Norwicke
Mary Palmer
Robert Pichler
Edi Pollaert
Diane Salko
Patsy Sarg
Martha Walker

Judith Kaufman
Charlotte Kumpe
Kathleen Lamotte
William Laudani
Diane Malone
Anne Michaud
Susanne Noller
Shirley Parameter
Philip Paynter
Barbara Peterson
Delores Rich
Susan Rojas
Barbara Saylors
Loretta Schafer
Martha Shackleton
W. halsey Spruance
Mamie Thompson
Betsy Vandercar
Paulatte Weathers
Dorothy West
Jeanne Wilburg
Dana Winchell

Patron:
Patricia Appino

Barbara Bush
Dorothy Donaldson
Heather Frushon
Robert Januska
Hannelore Lee
Linda Maxwell
Andrea Mead
Geraldine Nicolay
Mark O’Brien
Victoria Soto
Patrick Sweeney

Sustaining:
Judy Gibson & RAndy Randles
Cara Solis
Dorothy West

Krieger Leadership Society:
Lisa Bernstein & Debbie Pierce
Chuck Bodenhafer
Lynda & AJ Scribante



Our Best Friends Deserve Better Plans
Many people name the Animal Refuge Center in their estate plan and never let us 

acknowledge their invaluable support. If you have named us as a beneficiary, we hope 
you will share this with us. We feel strongly about expressing our gratitude and would 

be honored to welcome you to The Legacy of Hope Club.

Membership in The Legacy of Hope Club is open to anyone who has made a lasting 
gift through a will, estate plan, life-income or other deferred gift to the Animal 

Refuge Center. It is our way of recognizing such a thoughtful gift.
Your lasting gift to our sanctuary will provide a future filled with hope to

thousands of orphaned pets that come to us for refuge or a safe haven for your own 
cat(s) or dog(s).  We welcome the opportunity to talk with you about how to include 

the Animal Refuge Center in your will or estate plan.

Please contact us at (239) 841-0810 or e-mail bettyhughes@comcast.net.

Please consider making a donation to ARC using the enclosed envelope, or online at www.animalrefugecenter.com/donate.

Details available at www.animalrefugecenter.com/events

Upcoming Events! Above & Beyond: A Season of Generosity for ARC

Our second HUGE thank you goes to Sandy Knapp!  Sandy is a local animal lover, a realtor, and also works three days a 
week behind the bar at the beautiful Lani Kai Island Resort on Fort Myers Beach.  For the 6th year in a row, Sandy chose 

to raise funds for ARC by donating all of her tips from working the bar on Thanksgiving day.  Not only that, 
but she secured 17 items to raffle off, to increase the money raised!  

Sandy worked VERY hard this year, raising one thousand dollars for the residents of ARC!  We are so very thankful for 
her love of animals and her generosity.  Thank you so very much, Sandy!

Our first thank you goes to the Pica family of 
Fort Myers!  This wonderful family came out 
to ARC to donate a TON of food and supplies 

to the shelter.  One of the Pica children was 
celebrating his birthday, and wanted to donate 

to ARC as his way of celebrating!

Thank you so much, and Happy Birthday!

The Animal Refuge Center is always extremely grateful for the generosity of people like The Pica’s and Sandy.
Do you have an idea for a way that you or your business can make an impact at our shelter?

Please feel free to call or email ARC’s Executive Director, Wayne Leinen:
(239) 233-4375          dep_rep@msn.com



ARC’s 24th Starlight Auction
A Magical Evening for All...

Once a year, at the Sanibel Harbour Resort by Marriott, the stars align and for one glorious night hundreds of animal lovers gather 
together and share their passion for pets. Stories of rescue, rehabilitation & re-homing appeared on dual big screens. These stories 
showed guests why their support is so critical.  Successes recharge the emotional batteries of staff and volunteers and most impor-

tantly, they remind us what a difference ARC makes in the life of an abandoned pet. 

Title Sponsors Rancho Oil Company and Chuck Bodenhafer, along with Gold sponsors Bonney Leckie – Century 21 Selling 
Paradise, EG Contracting Company and Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort & Spa, inspired fifty-six other sponsors 

to build the foundation for achievement in 2019.
 

Guests also helped set the stage to provide brighter beginnings for pets in crisis in 2019 by bidding high and often on nearly two 
hundred items! Companies & individuals who donated these items recognize the positive impact ARC has in the community.  One 
such lucky recipient of this generosity took center stage to thank guests. Mishka was an owner surrender because of her need for 

treatment to stop the spread of leg cancer.  ARC provided the surgery she needed to eliminate the cancer and, at 7 years old, 
she can now look forward to happier, healtier years to come. 

Auctioneers Catherine Sullivan & John Hughes flew in from Phoenix, Arizona to help our cause. They encouraged our generous 
audience to raise $40,000 for ARC’s Surgical/Medical Fund. This fund is at the core of our ability to intake cats & dogs with needs 
above and beyond the normal.  Overall, sponsors and guests raised $156,000 to help ARC begin their plans for saving lives in 2019. 

It is a great start!  

Very Special Thanks to our 
Title & Gold Sponsors

Title Sponsor
Rancho Oil Company

(Accepted by Betty Hughes)

Title Sponsor
Chuck Bodenhafer

Gold Sponsor
Eric Grenier

of 
EG Contracting Co.

Gold Sponsor
Bonnie Leckie

of
Century 21 Selling Paradise

• THANKS SO MUCH TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS & DONORS •
Cedar Chest Fine Jewelry

Christina Hollis
Chuck Bodenhafer

Cottage & Loft
Debra Ford - Crystal’s Keepsakers

Ornament Club
Dinae Krapish

Dorothy Washburn
Dr. Alexander Eaton
Dunkin’s Diamonds

Eagle Ridge Golf Course
Edison Ford Estates

Ellen Puckett
Estero River Outfitters
Pincher’s Crab Shack

Florida Everblades
Florida Reperatory Theatre

Frederic Sage
Fresh Market

Fort Myers Miracle
Gateway Golf Club

Gaylord National Resort - 
Potomic River

Gina Stancel Photography
Gullwing Resort
Hilton Anaheim

Hilton Garden Inn - 
Charlotte
Hogbody’s

Home-Tech
Hotel Del Coronado

Huxter’s Liquors
Hyatt Regency Coconut Point

Island Coast Art
J.B. Designs

Judith Huebner
JW Marriott Desert Springs

JW Marriott Starr Pass
Karen Utz

Kathy Lanham
Kennedy Space Center

Key West Express
Kimberly Cook

La-Te-Da Hair Salon
Laura & Wayne Leinen

Title - $10,000
Rancho Oil Company/

Melissa Gribble

Chuck Bodenhafer
in Memory of

Sharon Bodenhafer

Gold - $5000
Bonnie Leckie - Century 21

Selling Paradise
EG Contracting Co.

Sanibel Harbour Resort & Spa

Silver - $2500
All American Printing/

Sign-a-Rama North Ft Myers
Betty & Rich Hughes

Lisa Viola and Ted Ehrlich
Anonymous 

The Cedar Chest Fine Jewelry
Kathy & Rob Totterdale

Dr. Dave & Jennifer Nichols
Sandra & Rolland Thurman

Tellurium - $1000
Caloosa Veterinary Medical   

Society Inc
Daniels Parkway & Three Oaks-

Animal Hospitals
Bay Electric of Collier County

Wayne & Laura Leinen
Publix Supermarket Charities

Rhodium - $600
Badcock Furniture
Crystal’s Keepsake

Ornament Club
Paramount Chemicals
Start to Finish Drywall

Zak’s Jewelers

Bronze - $300
Animal General Hospital

Ariene & Lawrence Schuetz
Bev & Russell Moody

Denise Heersema - US Trust
Huxter’s Market & Deli

Islandside Animal Hospital - 
Dr. Nicole Nichols

Laura Sudarsky
LaReina Wood
Lillian Barroso

Lisa Bernstein, PE - Traffic Eng.
Mary Accardo

Brigid Kleinschmidt
Michelle Klempka

Mindy & Jeffrey Russell
Nancy & Peter Koury

Nancy Vossler-Laporta
NICU Staff Golisano
Children’s Hospital

Peggy Gore
Plumberman Plumbing

& Water Treatment
Prestige Motosports
Rick Fox Plumbing
Smilin’ Dog Bakery
Strictly Mechanical

What-2-Wear Consignment

Donors
4 Points Sheraton

Amy Pody
Barbara B. Mann
Barbara Sanders

Best Western - FM Waterfront
Betty Hughes

Bev & Russ Moody
Biltmore Miami Coral Gables
Blue Ridge Cotton Company

Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre
Cabi Fashion
Cactus Jack’s

Carol Rodgers
Casey Chenoweth

Les Charles Hair Concepts
Lily & Company

Lunch Box Quilts - 
Sharon Raimondi
Marcie MacLean
Margaret Foreso
Marriott Resort - 

Hutchinson Island
Marriott Resort Jacksonville

Marriott Resort Myrtle Beach
Marriott Savannah Riverfront

Melissa Gribble
Mellow Mushroom - Ft. Myers

Michelina’s Salon & Spa
Mike Frushon

Monaco Hotel - Baltimore
Nancy Colby

Natalie Skin Care Solutions
Patricia Petry
Peggy Gore
PICU Staff

Golisano Children’s Hospital
Pierside Grill
Prawnbroker

Publix Super Markets
Quilts to the Rescue

Renaissance Hotel - Cincinnati
RMC Meetings & Events

Rob Spicker
Sanibel Harbour

Resort & Spa
Sanibel Spirits

Sanibel Sunglass Company
Sea Glass Fine Art Photography

Sheraton Boston Hotel
Shrimp Shack

South Seas Island Resort
Sundial Beach Resort & Spa

Ted & Lisa Ehrlich
Tracy Palin

Trader Rick’s
University Grill

Useppa Island Club
Waterside Wine Club

Zulu Nyala


